
 

Wiru Palyantjaku 
(Better Outcomes) 

Anangu Task Force 
 
 

Minutes of meeting 23/8/2007 
 
 
Present: PY Media - Donald Fraser, PYEC - Katrina Tjiti, AP Sevices - Leonard Burton 
East -  John Campbell, Murray George, Central - Absent, West - Absent 
APYSC - Bob Smith, Mark Jackman, TKP/WP - Mary Anderson. 
 
Guests: Sgt Brenton Phelps, SAPOL 
  Alec Henry, SANFL 
  Helen Marden, DEWR 
  Chritine Steele, DEWR 
  John Tregenza, Mai Wiru/Restorative Justice 
 
Meeting started 1.35 pm 
 
Acting Chairperson:  Mary Anderson, TKP/WP 
 
Apologies:  John Singer, Director Nganampa Health Council 
  Rex Tjami, Director APYLC 
  Bernard Singer, Chairperson APYLC 
  Allison Carroll, Ernabella Community 
  Inspector Mark Syrus, SAPOL (Left early due to other meetings) 

Sgt Dawn Lunn, SAPOL 
Pippa Webb, DEWR 

 
 
 

1. Police Update 
 

SAPOL are currently in the process of establishing two new police complexes 
on the APY Lands.  These facilities will be established in the Amata and 
Ernabella Communities.  They will consist of a police station and court 
complex, two houses and two short-term accommodation units all built within 
the one compound. Plans also include offices at Umuwa and Murputja. Once 
completed police will live in communities in the complex.  Community 



consultation is about to take place with the assistance of APY Lands Service 
Coordinators. 
 
Discussion around Community Constable positions on the APY Lands.   
Currently there are 10 positions on the APY Lands.  SAPOL propose to 
reduce this to five positions and investigate the role of Liaison Officers.  
Liaison Officers would be employed on a casual basis on a needs basis.  This 
would be funded by the reduction of Community Constable positions to 5.  
There would also be two more mainstream positions funded by the cut in 
Community Constable positions.  
 
Sgt Dawn Lunn has recently commenced duties on the APY Lands to 
establish a Domestic Violence Project.  She is currently based at Murputja.  
Project is for 12 months at this stage. 
 
Donald Fraser raised issue of previous convictions, Warden Scheme and 
Night Patrols. 
Sgt Phelps stated positions would effectively be part time positions assisting 
police with court duties, speaking to families, searches, contacting other 
communities and would be paid for hours worked. 
 
Donald Fraser stated that SAPOL has lost sight of the goal that Anangu 
wanted Community Constables to become mainstream.  
Sgt Phelps explained that Community Constables did not want to go further. 
Also that Education was an issue. 
 
Action:  SAPOL need to speak with councils. 
  Develop a poster advertising vacancies. 
  Advertise using media outlets. 
  SAPOL need to consult with communities prior to 

implementing changes. 
 
 

2. DEWR 
 

 
Helen Marden and Christine Steele presented papers ÔDraft project for 
development of employment and economic development strategy for the APY 
LandsÕ 
 
The paper was examined and discussed.  The paper consisted of five specific 
areas and each area was discussed along with who the stakeholders are and 
what the required outcomes for Anangu are.  Some specific areas of the papers 
were actioned. 
 
Action: A Steering Group was formed to establish the framework for an 



income study across the APY Lands.  The income study is seen as 
a first priority. 

 
  Leonard Burton Wiru Palyantjaku 
  Bernard Singer APYLC 
  (Representative) DPC 
  (Representative) DoHA 
  (Representative) NHC 
 
 
Action: Establish a steering committee to examine a job summit. 
 
 
  Mary Anderson Wiru Palyantjaku 
  Katrina Tjiti  PYEC 
  Rex Tjami  APYLC 
  Helen Marden  DEWR 
  Janet Skewes  TAFE 
  Peter Newman  Bungala 
 
Action: Helen Marden to have letters drafted to members of both groups 

and Mary Anderson to check and then distribute. 
 
Action: Service Coordinators - APY Lands to assist both groups. 
 
 

3. Alec Henry, SANFL 
 

A general outline of the Sports League was discussed.  The league 
commences on Saturday 1st September 2007.  The issues of concern 
encompass transport and vehicles.  The need for buses was discussed. Alec 
also advised the group that part of his role was to speak with PYEC regarding 
the educators role in the Regional Partnership Agreement involving sport and 
multisport youth activities. 
 
Action: Request for Wiru Palyantjaku to support funding submissions for 

buses based in schools for school excursions and Saturday sport. 
  
 

4. John Tregenza - Restorative Justice 
 
 

Presentation and discussion on restorative justice. Basically this is a way of 
dealing with breaches of law in an Anangu way prior to the matter reaching 
the courts.  Discussions have taken place with SAPOL, Courts SA, APYLC, 
NHC and ALRM.  The crime statistics indicate over 700 offences across the 



APY Lands every year with approximately 450 offenders.  It is estimated that 
at least half of the matters could be dealt with by restorative justice.  Domestic 
violence and more serious offences do not fit in this model and will still be 
dealt with in the current manner.   
 
A Restorative Justice Officer would be appointed and would work closely 
with the courts, the victim and families to establish a plan to deal with the 
matter.  An essential requirement is that the offender would be required to 
admit the offence.  The Magistrate would play a key role in the process and 
there is a requirement that they are happy with the process.  If not happy the 
Magistrate can still have the matter presented before the courts. If the 
Magistrate agrees with the plan and the plan is executed effectively then the 
matter can be resolved prior to the court process.  The options of fines, goal, 
court bonds, work orders and freedom still exist for the Magistrate. 
 
This initiative presents another option in the court process and also presents 
another employment opportunity for Anangu. 
 

5. General Discussion 
 

5.1. Donald Fraser raised the issue that too many times matters go directly to APY 
Communities when they should firstly be tabled before Wiru Palyantjaku.  A 
general discussion then took place. 
 
Motion: Every community discussion should be presented to Wiru 

Payantjaku as the first point of call. 
 Moved: Donald Fraser 
 Seconded: John Campbell 
 
Wiru Palyantjaku needs to be strong and must show the government that 
Anangu are strong.  This group talks with the government and the government 
are listening. 
 
General discussion around TKP and WP and how they work together. Also 
how Anangu must support TKP and WP and keep strong with the 
government.  Wiru Palyantjaku should also use the radio to pass the message 
on to Anangu. Donald Fraser stated that once their funding came through then 
PY Media would be able to support Wiru Palyantjaku. 

 
5.2 Problems with Wiru Palyantjaku meetings: 

 
Directors of the APY Lands Organisation are not relaying the information 
back to the other members of Wiru Palyantjaku, I personally donÕt believe 
that it should be left up to the WP Secretariat to do. 
Directors still have to come back and report to WP Members and WP 
Members report back to their communities. 



But we have had two good meetings and one not so good, with a turn out of 
only four members at the last one 28th August 

 
  Recommendation: That the Wiru Palyantjaku and Tjungungku 

Kuranyukutu Palyantjaku system needs to be sorted out by all Directors 
if they want it to continue. 

 
General discussion.  WP set meetings and then find that other groups take 
members away for their own purpose. 
 
Action: WP and PY Media should write to organizations regarding the use 

of WP members to make sure they are available for W.P. 
 
Action: WP should be giving Service Coordination team some guidance. 
 
Action: Organisations should be invited to attend meetings and give a ten 

minute briefing. 
 
 

6. Mai Wiru ( John Tregenza) 
 

Note ** Mai Wiru do not set store prices.**  
 
Marketplace dictates -wholesale cost 

-retail cost 
-transport cost 
 

Aim Ð provide healthy food affordable to Anangu 
 
Stores now have better fruit/vegetables. 
No stores are broke. 
 

6.1 Rebates 
 

Rebates are the repayments from suppliers,  e.g. Amata received 
$25,000 for the last 3 months. 
 
Transport 
 
Good fellows were offered the initial contract but they refused. 
 
Commercial Contract 
 
I.G. (Alice Springs) won the contract.  They are the same company as I.G.A. 
(Adelaide) who advised Mai Wiru to work through I.G. 
 



**M ai Wiru do not take one cent out of the stores.***  
 

6.2 Action regarding keycards is being undertaken by ASIC (Australian 
Securities Investment Commission) and OCBA (Office of 
Consumer and Business Affairs). 

 
 Mai Wiru is not taking this action 
 ASIC and OCBA doing this of their own accord in 

conjunction with the banks 
 
 
 

7. Youth Leadership 
 

Bob Smith gave an outline of the Youth Leadership program which is 
supported by FACSIA. 
 
The first block will take place at Umuwa on October 9th, 10th and 11th. 
 
Wiru Palyantjaku, FACSIA, Dept. of Families and Community Services, 
ICC Port Augusta are jointly going to deliver a Youth Leadership Training 
Program for the Future Leaders of the APY Lands. 
Four workshops will take place in Umuwa and the last one away in one of 
the lands either in Port Augusta or Adelaide. 
 

8. Other Business 
 
 

Telephones 
 
Leonard Burton advised that in Amata they are having problems 
getting telephones connected with Telstra.  He gave an example 
where he an the MSO had tried unsuccessfully for three days to get 
phones connected. 
 
John Tregenza stated that Telstra had previously agreed to supply a one 
stop shop for Anangu on the APY Lands. 

- people donÕt know the system 
and get pushed around. 

 
Action: Donald Fraser will take this issue up with Karen 

Aucote. 
 
Police 
 
Leonard Burton raised the issue regarding the lack of police in the 



community.  He stated that on 24/7/2007 he telephoned police 
regarding a speeding car.  He stated they took 3 hours to arrive.  
He states that when he phoned they promised attendance in one 
hour but still took 3 hours.  He stated that police should be quicker 
or someone will be seriously injured or die. 
 
Mai Wiru 
 
Mai Wiru has won a National Award.   
 
 
 
 
Meeting closed  5.03 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Mark Jackman 
APY Lands Service Coordinator 
  
0428 116 581 
jackman.mark@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
 


