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The other matter that I would like © grieve about—and
1 was going lo taise it with the Minister for Transport, 50 Lam
pleased that she is here today—is that, since October last
year, the residents of Gawler and those people who revel
along Main North Road through Evanston South jost at the
end of the Gawler bypass have seen work undertaken o put
an increased capacity storm drain under Main North Road.
This has been going on since Qctober Iast year, and hera we
are in Febrary. To this stage on (hat four lane hizhway, the
vegelation section in the middle has not been extended past
the first two Tanes, and there are many days when 1 travel past
and thefe is nobody working on site. Traffic has 1o slow down
1 80 km/M 1o travesse theough the construction area, and it
is extremely inconvenient to say the least. 1 am surprised at
the slowness of the work and T would ask the minister to
make some inquiries. Firstly, is it a privale tender and is there
2 completion gate—and to me it does not look tike brain
science that is going on there: they are just increasing the
capagity, or installing a stosm walet drain under the road.
Secondly, if it is not a privale contract is Transport 54
carrying out this work and when can we expect it to be
completed? At times, I have seen Cars going theough m
speeds of greater than 40 kmvh, and 1am sure it is because of
the frustration caused by the tima it bas taken to complete the
job. I would appreciale an answer from the minister on Lhis
135ue

CENSORSHIF

M SNELLING (Playford): Late Jast year, along with
{he member for Florey and the federal member for Makin,
Trish Draper, I attended the Christmas break-up of the Valley
View Neighbourhood Watch, Nenc of us had been invited 1¢
speak and, given the nature of the event, { thought that fair
encugh. However, that did not s1op Ms Draper, who pramptly
invited herself o speak on the then imminent release of the
French nr-house flm, Ardatomy of Hell, of which she was
rather critical 1 am not of the opinion that adults should be
able to watch whatever they want, and ¥ think that the
government hag 2 role in censoring films that pffend public
dagency However, what flowed fromn Ms Draper was an
extraordinary attack. on the state govermment and the
Auornay-Ceneral, in particular, for nat using his powets o
ban the filtm i South Australia.

1 think that there are good reasons for the stale’s not
striking out and taking a ‘going il alone’ approach to
censorship, the main reason being that, because of DVDs and
videos, these films can be moved across siate borders very
gasily. One has only to look al the number of X-rated or AON-
viplent crotica films that constantly come acrass into our skate
from Canberrs. What [ find remarkable is thal, while
criticising the state government, Mis Draper, whe is 2 member
of the federa) govemment (which has the prime responsibility
for classification and censorship), seems to have done nothing
10 approach the federnl govemment on {hese issues. I wonder
what she has done to lobby the federal Atupmey-General
about the personnel who comprise the fedara! Classification
Board—probably not mucit.

Recently, T was amazed 1o leam thata former deputy head
of the Classification Board has faken up a position as a
lobbyist for the Eros Foundation, which is one of the main
promoters of pomagraphy It is remarkable that, vpon
relirement, someone who has held a posilion 25 an tndepend-
el umpire Lakes up 3 position as such a lobbyisL However,
my main grievance is Ms Draper's gelting up at communily

functions, at which she was not invited to speak, and makimng
political attacks on the state povernment on maliérs far which
the federnl government has prime responsibility.

BUS CONTRACTS

The Hon. L. WHITE (Mindster for Transport); [ seck
Jeave to make ¢ ministerial statement

Leave gramed.

The Hon. PL. WHITE: The successful bus contracls for
Adelaide’s northem, north-eastem and inner southerm suburbs
were awarded today. Tomeos Traasit is the successful
tenderer for the narth-south area (Gepps Cross to O Hallorwn
Hill) and the outer norib-easl area (Klemzig lo Tolden
Girove). Ausiralian Transhit Enterprises Pty Lid is the success-
ful tenderer for the ouwer north area {Gepps Cross 1@ Gawler),
Five companies sibmitted 57 tendes for the conwracts, which
reprasent half of Adelaide’s bus services. Torrens Transit and
Anstralian Transil Bnterprises (rading as Soulhl.ink) aiready
operaie in Adelaide and have extensive interstate Dus
operation expenance.

The new bus contracts will not only maintain current
sarvicas bul both Tomens Transit’ and Australian Transit
Enterprises have committed 10 improving services lo betler
meet the needs of patrans. If that is not achieved, conlractors
will not receive bonuses. The contracls set new benchmarks
in services by crealing unprecedented incentives for strong
and consiatent patronage growth. Serco has provided services
since 1996, but did not exercise its right lo renew its contract
under the same termns and conditions for a further five years.
Government put the services to tender in, August 2004 and
Serco was not successful in this process.

I would like 10 thank all the committed drivers and stafl
of Serco who have provided excellent service over the
previous years and look Torward to 2 smooth transition to the
new contractors. The new coptractots will be in contacl with

all existing Serco staff to explain how employees Can signup - -

with the néw opetatars in the first months of operation, the
new contractors will Tisten 10 their passengers’ feedback Lo
ansucs they meet people's travel needs. Both contractors will
commence services on Sunday 24 April 2005 for five years.

PITJANTJATIARA LAND RIGHTS (REGULATED
SUBSTANCES) AMENDMENT BIL.L

Adjoumned debate on second reading,
(Continued from 7 February. Page 1356.)

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): T rise on behalf of the
opposition as lend speaker, and 1 do so with a great deal of
pride also being 2 member of the parlizmentary standing
commitee on Aborginal lands. My involvement with
Aboriginal communities goss pack over 33 years; and
unfortunately. in my experience, the issue of petrol sniffing
also goes back 33 years.  used to drive the schoot bus from
Port Augusta High School to what was then the Davenport
Mission, Even then, 33 years ago, people were suffering
savere substance abuse, and the majority of that substence
abuse was due to inhalatien of glue and petrol. My big
concem for the Aboriginal people of Australia, never mind
just South Australia- iz that millions of dollars have been
Sp&ni over many years, yet very liltle ssems 1o have been
achieved.

The Aboriginal Lands Standing Commilies visiled a
number of communities in the eastern Anangy Pitjantjatjaea
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Yankuny ljatjara lands last year, Of course, members hear all
about the bad things happening on the lands, but let me tell
the house that there are some fantastic things happening in
those communilies. There are some absolutely fantastic
ventures and entrepreneurial activities occurring on the lands.
It iz far more than just the Aboriginal ars and craft centres,
which, of course, ase producing some world famous art. The
cammonities should be very proud of what they are produc-
ing. They have a faatastic base on which to build. The Tands
are sitwated in some of the most beautiful country in Aust-
ralia. A little later in my contribution, I will be wiking about
gaining access (o that country and the issue about media
access. The opposition is supporting the bill in its amended
form, as amended by 2 member m the other place.

This bill will significamly affect the low lifes who are
setfing drugs and petrol 1o the people in the APY lands in the
northern pan of our state. The bill will create a new offence
of selling or supplying regulated substances on the land ang
the penalty is to increase to $50 000 or imprisonment for 10
years, o significant fine and 1eem of imprisanment, and so it
should be because the damagze being inflicled by solvent
abuze, petrol sniffing, should be abhorred. The bill will
empower the police to seize and retain-any molor vehicle. Wa
are talking vast distances when 1alking of the APY lands. It
is not iike going from herc (o the Bay and walking around my

tiny eleciorate down there. The Aboriginal lands in cur north’

are vast. The most brautiful parts of our state are in that part
of tha counury and it is important ko support the communitias
up there and this bill will zo a long way to doing that

I was talking 1o some of the people involved in the
communities up there apd in recent months considernble
momentum has heen gatned both at govermment and com-
munity level for improved provision of service responses to
manage petrol sniffing and other health issues in the AP
lands To try to give a list and prioritise them could be. first,
petrol sniffing; secondly, community safety; thirdly, child
proteciion and health; fourthly, housing; fifthly, cultural
maintenance and cohesion; and, sixthly, employment and
training. Over the years various attempts to respond (o the
jncidence and consequence of petrol sniffing have been made
with limited success.

Thirty-thres years ago I was seeing people north of Pon
Augnsta at the Davenport community (as it is now) who were
severely affected by petrol sniffing. In 2003 a small number
of adults who sniffed petro] had been assessed by DHS for
brain injury. This initiative was undenaken by the Pukatja
Community Council, which demanded action by direct
communication with the CE of DHS. Until this direct request
action hy the chairperson of the Pukatja Comrhunity Ceuncil,
the then department of human services did not have assess-
ment ot diversionary sources available to the APY lands
communities. I will be talking aboul some of tha things the

‘rask force is doing now in the lands to try to overcome these

deficiencies.

There is a growing body of knowledge and literawre with
regard to the history, aetiology and'the possible rasponses to
petrel sniffing. Further, there exists considerable expertise,
willingness and knowledge among communily members and
workers, panicularly in central Australia, on these issves,
This expertise and preparedness warranis govemiment Support
to assist in ths development, implemantation and evaluation
of riew coordinated interventions. This is a matter of giving
the communities a hand up rather than a hand out.

I was very disturbed, as a member of the lands commitiee,
i see the rash of announcemenis made by members of the

ministry and government when the prass staned pushing hard
on the jesues of petrol sniffing. There was a lar of publicity
out there and § would Jike 1o think it was not just media
management or a publicity stunL 1 live in hope that thera §s
gendine concem over there, and I know certainly that the
members of the Labor Party and the Independents who are on
the Abodginal Eands Standing cormmiltee are genuine in their
concerns. It is a fantastic commitlee and a privilege o be on
it. When the Prernier went up there with a number of public
servants-and media in May Jast year meetings were armanged,
Unfortunately, it appears that the media management got'1n
the way of meeling some of the commiltees, I was very
disturbed to get a copy of a letter from one of the ladies at
Pukatja who wrote to the Premier and said:

When you vigited the lands at the end of April we were Jooking
forward [0 meeting you afier we received a fax at the Pukatja
community office telling us 10 expeat you. I got council members
ready for o meeting with you and we had the kettte boiling for a cup
of tea. When you didn't arrive J drove across the creek 1o sae whert
you were and found you ouside the TAFE building in front of the
nmwspaper camers Unforiunaiely, [ didn't see you again
That i3 a bit of an indictment on sorme of the atutedes of some
of the people opposite, but certainly not an those on the
Lands standing commiues.

There is tough 1alk en this, and this bill will make much
clearer and more easily enforceable some of the sections in
the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 1981 because Lhe ability to
confiscate cars and ban peopte who are pushing drugs and
selitng peirol is already there. To supply petrol is an offence.
Admittedly, the penalties are far oo low in the current act
In fact, in section 42d of the Piganyatjara Land Rights Act
the penalty ig 52 000 or imprisonment for two yers, and that
is going up significanily, as 1 said before. Section 42d also
provides:

(1) A person shall not be in possession of petrol on the lands for
tha purpose of inhalaiion.

Penalty: $100

That is absolutely inadequate. IL goes on:

{2) A person shall not sell or supply petrol to another parson on
the: lands of there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that the other
person—

{a) intends to use tha petrol for the purpose of inbalation;

or

(b} intends 1o cell or supply the petrol for the purpase of inhala-

tion.
5o the prohibition is there. Section 42d goes on:

{3) A member of Lhe police force or » person acting under the
authority of 1 meémber of the police force may confiscate and dispose
of any petral that he ar she reasonably suspects is 1o be used o has
been used For the purpose of ichalation and any container (hat
contains or has comained such petrol.

The ability to confiscate and punish is already there. The
penajties are far too low, and we will change that
The current act goes on under seclion 43(7) o provide:

A member of the police force may sejze and impound any vehicle
reasonably suspected of having been used in connection with the
tupply of alechelic liquor w any perscn on the lands in cantavention
of a hy-low
The bill before vs will extend that w peirgl, but T would have
thought that under the currant act the ability to confiscate cars
is still there.

In fact, the communities can actually make by-laws.
Section 43(3} provides:

Anongu Pitjamjatjura may make by-laws.

And parmgraph (¢) providas:
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providing for the confiscation. in Circumstanees in which a

controvention of a by.law under paragraph (a) or {b) i5 reasonably
suspected, of aleoholic liquor or any regulaied substance—
They can actwatly make by-laws to confiscate motor vehiclug
involved in petrol sniffeng. So, they can do il already. The
communities need assisiance and suppori to do that, and Lam
pleased to say that 1 was shown some information today
where the task force has 2 number of initiatives- They will te
poing oul and assisting the communities, staring at family
level, to implement these initiatives.

Lasi year the government introduced 2 regulation Lo
inciude patrol in the Public Intoxication Act, and that is a
goad thing. The Coroner suggested that, and we should
recogmise that & lot of the work that is going on now is
because the Coroner went to the Lands and carried oul
exiensive investigations and had discussions with various
groups, and he published a report. The Coroner’s reporl is
gradually—-slowly, like everything in this place, unforunate-
ly: it seems to take far 160 long but we have to be thorcugh—

. being acled on, spd we now need 1o get this biil through this

placa und give the police, communities and families in the
APY Lands the power to rebuild the communities and get rid
of the scourga of nol only drugs and marijuana but also in this
particular ¢age petrol, because it is a very significant blight
on thair community

The need to enforee any law is paramount. There is no

point making a law if you cannol enforce it. Cerainly the-

police prasence on the AP Lands is something we need (o
promote. There have been moves Lo pul in more police. They
are fiying in and fiying out, but I think the communities, and
certainly (he police themselves, know—and 1 know having
a golice station in Moseley Square would make 3 differ-
ence—that having police slations in the APY Lands in the
communities would be a much better move than having
poiice fiy in and fly out, because good community policing
involvas gelting 1o know the communities, individuals and
families.

Only when there is a degree of tust will Aboriginal
communities, particutarly, stan to liaise with the police, siart
10 talk to the police and start 1o open up. I heard just this
week that the police now are aciually geiling people Lo name
names, That is a huge step forward, because the family ties,
the kinship relations up there are very strong, and we need to
male sure that we are 0t going (o destroy thousands of years
of eulre by haavy-handed policing. 8o, community policing
is something we need to look at. 1do have a problem if the
police go in there and seize vehiclos. As 1 said before, this is
a vast aren of the state we are walking about here, and T am not
sure where the seized vehicles are going (o go. It is important
that there be a penalty whereby vehicles can be seized, but
what da the police do with them then?

Tt is good to see that a significant section of this bill is
talking about young people. 1 have seen with my own eyes
young ieenagers, and some probubly not éven cenagers, with
cans up to their faces, sniffing away. I have seen family
violence, where brother and sister were literally belting each
other over the heads with chairs, In ene case, anather famity
relative came out swinging with an zxg. They were ali
intoxicated. You cannot over-emphasise the danger o these
tndividuals but also to their famities and the communities. So,
to have an ermphasis hars on young people is good to see.

There is provision for a mandatory rsferral system. It is
not mandatory sentencing but a mandatory referral sysiem,
and that is something we in the opposilion suppore. Under the
hill, the minister is tequired w establish such assessment and

treatmenl centres as are necessary for the purpose of Lhe
section Lo provide assessment and treatment programs to the
tands. I will be listing a few of the task force projects that are
being initated up there, and I assume that these treatment
centres will be part of that. 1t is important that the yaung
people up there do get treatment, get referred to centres where
they can be given heip.

1 was at the Operation Flinders breakfast yesterday. They
are dealing with somc of the very difficclt cases in our
juvenite justce systemn. To give those young people some self
confidence, 30 they can go somewhere and learn Urat they arc
not alone, tha drugs and violence are not the angwers to their
questions, is very importani, Operation Flinders is doing a
fanwstic jab. 1 spoke 1o Operation Flinders about extending
their services to the AP lands, and I hope we can do some-
thing thera In the meantime, these treatment and referral
centres need to be more.1han just a guasi-prison: they need
16 be & place whera young people can go 1o leam some sell-
respect and dignity, that they are not on their own and that
life is not just one step after another.

I was a little concemed thal in part 2, Assessment of 2
Referred Person, this referred person has to give wrinen
consent 1o the release of medical and treatment records,
which 1 can live with, but also a parson's criminal records.
1 do not teally know why the referral cenus needs that. T
would have thought (hey were there not 1o punish, because
the referral 1o on assessment cenwre s not admission of any
guili whatsoever. It should not have anything to do with a
criminal record. If wiser heads than mie; if the police, the
psychologists and people in these centres feel that this is
someshing we need (o be able to deal with, then we can live
with that.

Mon-atiendanee at the refermal cenire is where I think the
logisiics are going 0 be an interesting exercise to watch. The
bill provides that the assessment and treatment service must
by notiee in writing terminate the person's raferral 1o the
service if the person fails without reasonable excuse to altend
the serviee in accordanca with the refaryal natice or with any
other notice requiring the person to attend 1note that a copy
of that letter in writing will also have to go to the Police
Commissioner. Due Lo the vastness of those communities, the
logistics of contacting some of these people would be
incredible. L hope they have worked out & way of contacling
the young peopie who are referred (o these trealment Centres
and that they da not sbandon them; that they do not write a
letter saying, You can'L come any more,’ ot "We are giving
up on you' I hope they gei thern back, get therm going again
and igvolve them wilh the community.

1t was absolutely greal to see ‘Undentakings’ in section 3
of schedule 4 and ‘approved programs’ in subsection 3(6),
which deals with treatment and referral centres:

Approved programs means 3 progeam, the contents of which have
been approvad by—

{2} Anangu Figjantjatjara; and

{h) the minister.

Involving the peaple.—the communities and the familics—is
something that we really need to emphasise all the time. The
contentions part of this bill that we will be discussing in this
house is ap amendment by the Hon, Nick Xenophon in the
ather place regarding media entry into the Jands. I have some
severe reservations about how this witl be conducted. T refer
to the minister's second reading speech. In the ficst paragragh
he said:
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Recent press covernge of conditions an the AP lands graphically

illuswrates the misery the practice of petrol sniffing inflicts not anly
on those that participate in it bul on 21l community members.
In the government's second reading speech it recognises the
role of the media in going to the AP lands and highlighting
the issua and the pood that that media exposurs has done. The
Hon. Nick Kenophon, in his address in the other place,
tatking abowt media entry, said:

The government has acknowledged in the opening paragraph of
its report ke parlisment in Iis second reading explanation that it was
recent prass coverage of conditions on the APY lands that gr::‘phical-
ly illustrates the misery cansed by the subsiance abuse of peirol
sniffing-

Miles Kemip. the Adgvertiser journalist, and other media outlets
that bave covered (his story, made o substontip! difference in bringing
the temible condition, the blight of petro! sniffing, (o the altenlian of
the peopia of South Australia
That crphasises the fact that the media has a positive role
thera In his summing up when discussing this amendment
the Hon. Terry Roberts said:

There has bean a sugeestion that, if the lands were far more open
than they are now and did not have restricted entry, tha situation that
has developed gvar the lost decade.— '
and I have to say, not just the last decade, the Jast three or
four decades; 33 years in my case—
would net have oecurred. There would have beey more people 10
abserve the deterorating conditions in which the APY people were
living, and more attention would have been paid by a range of
people, so that the deteriomting conditlons people were living in
would have been interrupted and there would have been greater
government suppon, ©f gremier support, for APY had those
circumstances boen known,

So, the minister recognises the fact that, if the issues are
exposed, discussed and publicised—and, once again, the
political pressure is there—people tend Lo act.

Opaening up the jands is something that I think is possible,
but it should be done in consuhietion with the communities
and the families. On & visit to (he AP lands last year we went
10 Mimili and spoke to the orpanisers of Mimili Maku Tours,-
which takes busloads of tourists oul onto the lands. They
teach them some of the traditional ways, they introduce them
to bush tucker and they show them their ar; they allow a
genwine culiural intersction. What needs 1o be emphasised for
the fnture of the lands, T think, is that we should be working
townrds an expatsion of enlry into those lands,

With respect to whether the media is just allowed carte
blanche in there, I think the clause stales ‘in ihe public
interest’. This 15 not o toueist visa; it is not a ticket o go and
imerrupt business there. 1know that the media is sensitive to
Aboriginal affairs and cublural ways. It will be sensitive to
any business that is going on there. If the roads are closed,
members of the media know they will not be using those
roads. They would not photograph any activity that is taking
place or sacrad sites. They are more sensitive thanp that.

Itis ohvicus from both the second reading speech and the
minister's reply (and this was reinforced by the member's
speech in the other place) that there is a necd to open wp the
lands. Thase commupities are very media savvy They will
not be bushwhacked by a bunch of joumnalisis from down
south. They will be very careful about what they present [
guarantes that anyons who misrepresents them will rue the
day, because 10 upderestimate those communilies and their
ability 1o look at people and sum up what they are ali about
is beyand doubt. This bill will gat through this place, and |
wish those involved in implementing the laws that result from
It the very best. But, as I said, we need to make sure that the
projects on their lands are not just a handout, but that they are

a hand up. We have 10 gel the families and communities built
up theee.

At the moment, the task force has community petrol
misuse programs operating in the area, with funding of
3680 00D this year. That will continue: it is funded until
2008-09. 1 assume that the community petrol misuse program
has started. There are also family support programs, which
are being well funded. They are run by the Department for
Families and Communities. They are funded at $355 00 each
year, tising w $459 000 in 2008-09. I am not sure whether
that has begun, bot jt is a program that needs o gel started
straightaway because family suppert 15 vital (o ensure that
thess programs conlinue.

Positive behaviour units is anather program. The funding
is only 550 000 this year, but it will increase 1o $279 000 in
2008-09. A program is being established to provide specialist
counselling services for Anangn with viclent, aggressive
behaviours which incorporate their families and other
members of the community. I had never seen anything like
the violence that we wiinessed when we were in one of the
commumitiés. It was not the community's fault; it was just the
facl that individuals there had, for some reason, chozen
substance abuse as a way of overcoming some of their
difficultias. The psychological and emotional effécts of
substance abuse were clearly evident. There is everything
from increased staff housing, communily suppoft services,
wraining, ceramice programs—the art cenires np there are
absolutely fantastic—and a nomber of projects going on.
Night patrols is another one and others include communily
transport and outback pride. J undersiand that there are about
25 programs 10 be announced in the near futore. Tt is very
important that, as part of (hese programs, the treatment
centres are up and running 8o that the youih involved in
substance abuse aye not left on their own any mori than they
need be. 1 know that the communities are trying very hard at
the moment.

This bill should be all about stopping substance abuse, and
it should be seen as a starting point. We want 1o slop the
substance abuse and start rebuilding these communities. With
that, T leok forward 10 hearing whal the minister has to say
about the amendments that are being moved. I indicate that
the opposition will support the bill as it 1s.

Mr CAICA (Colton): I will be relatively boef i my
gommernts. This bill was introduced by the govemment as a
component of a suiie of initiatives aimed at reducing and
alleviating the hardships and difficulties experienced on the
APY lands as a resull of substange abuse. Today, I speeifical-
ly want to focus my remarks on the form in which this bill
hes come back from the other place and, in the firstinstance,
1o specifically talk sbout an amendment thal wag introduced
by the Hon Nick Xenophon in angther place, and accepled
by the ather place, and that is now section 5 of the proposed
bill that focuses on unauthorised entry onto the lands.

My understanding is that the intent of this amendment
{now 1his component of the bill}is to give effect lo a situation
that will allow the media to gircumvent the sysiem that is in
place that provides permission for members of the broader
community Lo visit and travel to the APY lands 1 further
understand that the purpose of the proposed amendment is to
allow membars of the media 1o report on matters of public
interest {whatever that might be, from lime 10 tims) without
what the Hon. Nick Xenophon belicves are {he encumbrances
ihat today impede such reporting.
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f am going 1o have & great deal of difficulty supporting
this bill in ils current form. The fact is that L cannot, in all
conscience, support this bill in its current form. 1 find it
somewhal astonishing that the Hon, Nick Xenophon thinks
that he understands what is in the best interest of communi-
ties that miake up the APY fands, That he is able to come [
his conclusion withoul sven bothering 10 speak wilh the

elders and other community leaders in the APY lands i=

equally astenishing, but mmostly, 1 believe, distespectful I his
speech o members in the other piace, he advised that he had
not spoken with any person from the tands to ged their views
on the particular amendment that he proposed.

I am mindful of the advice provided by the Speaker on
numeraus accasions regarding the bekaviour that should be
gbserved in exchanges between and mesponse from this house
and the other place. To this end, and despite my digmay at the
natuse of what 1 find to be an il-considered and paternalisic
amendment now incorporated into a bill which is atmed at
lesgening the ravages of substance abuse in the APY lands,
1 will ba measured in my contribution. There is ong thing that
I expect is fact: while the Hon. Nick Xenpphon has nol
consnlied with the very people upon whom he wishes 10
impose (his measure, I bet he has spoken to his friends in the
media.

Despite what the Hon. Nick Xenophon and the opposition
members in another place might assert and, indeed, I think,
(0 2 certain extent what was asserled by my colleague the
mewmber for Morphell, the shocking impact of substance
abuse was not first revealed recently by a caring medis in the
pursii of public inierest. I also know for.a fact thal the
honourable member for Morphett, like me, does not negda
caring, sharing media to point out these things. The fact is
that the problems will be addressed imespective of what they
might do. The fact is that, to the everlasting shame of
successive governments, for too leng there has beaen an acute
awareness of the (ragedy which is subsiance abuse on the
APY lands and, quite simply, nothing has been done.

This bill is aimed al addressing, as part of a suite of
injtiatives, as I said, the problems and difficulties associated
with substance buse. This government is gormmitted to doing
something; indeed, everything it can. A& ] said, this bill is one
initiative. I believe thai it is no longer in a form that 1 can
support, and o have this pill senttled because of an ill-
onceived amendment will be 1o this house's shame, and we
cannot allow this to happen.

1 have spoken briefly about the patemalistic nature of (his
amendrent, and thers are a couple of paints T wish Lo make
in conclusion. First, my concem is what constitutes public
interest. Who determines what is in the public interest? What
checks and balances will be in place 1o ansure that a nembar
of the media who travels to the lands reporis on that matter
of public interest? I[ I heard rightly, the mamber for Morphett
advised the house (hat we can Irust the media; it is nol going
10 do the wrong thing: it is actuaily going to do what is
expecled of it and, of course, we can trust it Tknow fora fact
that the media abides by some form of code of exhics and is,
indeed, a group of upstanding and credible professionals
doing an often thankless task it is quite likely for that to
occur, bur, the fact is, what guarantecs do we have? What if
1 member of the media believes that reporting on an initiation
ceremony Was in the public interest? 1 shudder at the thought
of what the unintended consequences may be of 2 well
meaning journalist's approach o what constiuttes public
inlerest.

Finally, what is S0 wrong with being required (o cbwin the
necessary authorisation to travel io the APY tands? Itis, afier
all, the land of the communilies that make up the APY lands.
Tt is their land. As an example, if T go out lo the bush,
parmission needs o be sousht from pastoralists o travel on,
whal is in theic belief, their land, for very goad reasons. The
fact is, that it is respectful, it is also 4 safety issue, and I zm
sure that 2 pastoralist would wish to be asked for me (o come
on 1 his land. T am sure that he or she might be interested in
the rcason for the visit and, indeed, the exact location of
where I am visiling for safety reasons—just in ¢ase some-
thing goes wrong=-and would not ke gatisfied if I said, ‘It is
in the public interest, that is why I am coming on to this
pastoralist’s Jand." I can find no sound roason to support this
bill in its current form and look forward ta the amendment
that is going to be moved.

The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): We have been award for
a long time that there are signilicant issues 1o be addressed
in the Pitjangjaljara lands. As a minister back in 1993 10 1996
I visited that aren and I was shocked and quite distressed by
what I saw. Accompanicd by Les Nayda—some membeérs
puight be aware of young Les, or nol 80 young Les now—and
other Aboriginal pecple, we travelled through those lands,
and I saw things which, quite frankly, hormified me. ILis &
difficult issue, and I guess that soma would argue that the
more you keep the activilies away from wider public scrutiny
the move dikely there are to be abuses and 50 on. At the same
time we are taiking about activities and propeny which are
under the contro! of the people themselves, so you need 10
have g dagree of balance in regard L that ascess, (he same as
you do in relation to privale propenty anywhere else.

1 do not support the amendment proposed by 2 member in
another piace in regard to allowing the redia 1o have greater
access, and T will not be supporting it. 1 think that sometime
down the track the whole issue needs o be worked threugh
in relation to access, and it has o involve the people whose
lapd it is, and not be something that we seek L0 IMpose on
them.

Ultimately, I think that the lands and, more importantty,
the people—and the two are inextricably linked, 1 know-—
need Lo hava an economic base 10 suppor themselves in those
lands, olherwise you will always heve igsues relaled (o
welfare, and consumption of illegal and inappropriate
cubstances. Thus far we have not seen the development af,
for example, tourism, and that comes back to the original
point that { made about appropriate access, controls and that
sort of thing Likewise, there have been same atiempts al
raising stock, 1 think with mixed success, and maybe notLa lot.
of success. The member for Stuart would know & lot more
about that than I would but there have bean somé effonis in
relation o craft activisies, balik and so on. However, in my
view unless yous have an economic basis for existence you are
going to be dependent on welfare, and all of the negative
aspects that can go with that. As we see in other paris of our
country, if a country town does not have 2n economic base
il cannol sucvive, and it is not kept there just for the sake of
it,

Peaple would say that the Pitjantjatjara Anangit people
have had a Jong association with the land but the fack remaing
that without a Sustainable economic base people cannal live
there. The people do not live ina rotally waditional way; you
only have. to look at the amount of canned food that i3
consumned . 5o, we have Lhis paradox of a part Buropednised
eulture in a tradivional setting, and uniil we come back and
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address this, with community suppor, and until aspects of
economic sustainability can be developed, then we are going
to keep hearing continnally about problems with abuse of
substancas, and all the other unfortunale activities that are
associmed with people who do not have an economic base to
their life. T indicate that I will not suppon the amendment
moved in another place in relation to allowing the media
more access and, accordingly, T will support the amendments
being maved by the minister here.

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): I am speaking in support of the
Piljantjatjara Land Rights (Regulated Substances) Amend-
ment Bill on behalf of the Geeens. T have some remarks 10
raake about the naware of the legislation, the liming of it, and
the amendments which were brought inte the bill in the
Legislative Council. FirstL of all, let me say that the principies
that I am basing my thinking on relate to harm minimisation
in respect of substance abuse. That is the comerstone of the
Green's policy in relation 16 substance abuse. We betieve thal
instead of punishing an individual for the aduli choice to nse
or abuse a drug, that the focus should be on two things:
firstly, the health of the person, therefore minimising any
harm from misuze of any substance; and, secondly, maintain-
ing existing laws in respect of dealing drugs.

In the context of the APY lands, it means that we should
look at individuals sniffing petrol and have as our primary
concern not only thair health and welfare bus ajse Lhat of
those around thern. It iz quite clear that, when petrol sniffing
results in aggressive or antisocial behaviour, the impact 15 on
the immediate family and the broader community in the AP
lands; indeed, the same ean be said for areas a1l around South
Australia. This bill is good, because it focuses on subslance
abuss and, as it hag come to us from the upper house, there
is an emphasis on assessment and treatment.

I will also say something about the timing of this legisla-
tin, besause it reflects the priorities of the Labor govern-
ment. About a year ago, when the issue of the AP lands blaw
up, the Aborginal Tands committes was travelling 1o meel
wilh indigenous communites north of Adelaide. The Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation, and the rest of the
committes, was a5 surprised as anyone to read The Advertiser
headiines that bighlighted the pewrol sniffing crisis, pnd it was
fair 1o describe it as a crisis. ‘What was surpfising was thal
this issue, which had been developing over many years, had
come {0 prominence just at that time.

Of course, the government i5 extremely media sensitive
and, as we know from a ange of ather issues, if it makes the
front page of The Advertiser, and if there is any sense of
damage 1o its image, the govemnment will respond with a
counteracting message and money. In this case, why would
there niot be darmage, when the reality of the AP lands began
to be publicised about a yeur ago, namely, young people
addicted (o petrol, aggressive behaviour among teenagers and
adultz and rampant domestic violence A whole range of
antisosial behavipurs had been dealt with inadequaely,

becanse there had been no rea) commitment backed. by the.

necessary funds 1o manage the issues from Adelzide and, at
the same Lime, no commitment Lo work with the leaders on
the APY lands 10 solve them So, there was a lack of raspect
and communication, and thare was neglect of issues thal wene
gradually coming to the boil on the lands

However, to its credit, once the crisis became public, the
government did respond, and it did so in two ways—with two
pietes of legislation. it formulated tegislauon to deal with Lhe
governance on Lhe lands, and we all recall the Deputy Pramier

blaming the Aboriginal leaders for mismanagement of the
lands when, in fact, quite clearly, it was a state govemment
responsibility, wgether with the health agencies, the South
Australia Police and the child welfare agencies, to deal with
those issues. The APY Lands Council is there to deal with
issues of land use generally and to provide some democralic
govemance, but it it not there to provide health services, child
welfare or policing directly. The responsibility for all those
serious issues lics squaraly at the feet of the government of
the day,

When the government formulated the legislation to alier
the governance of the Pit lands. it also formulated the
legislation before us now to deal with petrol sniffing and
related issues. The point I make is that the timing of the
legislation reflects government priorities. 1 am $Orry to say
that but, ¢learly, the priority of the gpvemment was Lo alter
the governance, and it also secmed that the government
preferted 1o have a different exgcutive in the AP lands
because, for whatever reason, communication had broken
down with the previous group running it in terms of indigen-
ous democralic govermance. § would say that it was nol their
fault that communication broke down. They had been asking
for assistance with these servicas for a long time.

30, despite the govemnment's rhetoric aboul concemn for
indigenous people and about dmg and substance misuse on
the lands, what came first (by a good six months) was the
legislation dealing with governance on the lands. That is
regretiable, because this legislation is necessary, and I
suppon it. Two types of amendmenis were moved in the other
place, and I can deal very quickly with the one thal allows
virtually unlimired media access o the lands.

To me, this is utterly inappropriate. ]t is as inappropriate
a5 allowing media o come into your suburbian backyard
home and film an interview freely at any ime they please. 1L
is an invasion of privacy; it is distespectful We nead o
recognise that, by vinue of legislaion and adition, those
lands belong to the APY people; and because of their special
connection with the land, that whole area needs to be treated
as their land. There are houses on it, but il is not a mater of
just yespecting the privagy of the backyard of each one of
thoge houses. Thai is a very non-indigenous, a very Europezan
conception of private property. In fact, there is a sense of
ownership of the Jands held communally by the prople. Itis
inappropriate for thera 1o be unfetered access (o the lands if
the indigenous peeple, trustees and custodians of the lands
choose not o allow that access. T have no compunclion
whatsoever in rejecting that proposition, and therefore I will
be supporting the government ‘s amendment, which effective-
ly takes out the clause that was inserted in the Lagislauve
Council.

The other amendment that was moved in the Legislative
Council relates 1o mandatory referral to assessmend services
for Pitjamjatjara peaple of or over the age of 14 who have
been sniffing petrol. I do niot se¢ how anyone could oppose
that in principle. As I understand it, the chief argument
against it on the par of the governmant is that there is no
appropriate facility 10 which pecple could be referred; and so
it iz said that thece is no poinl making a law requiring peopls
to be referred to a facility that does not exist Of course, the
counter argument which T put forward is that a facility ol such
a nature neads to be established as soon as possible—and it
is nol outlandish: L am not dreaming this up

The Aboriginal Lands Task Force has addressed this issue.
T am aware that one of its recommendations—and, of course,
this is subjact 1o the state budget process—for use of money
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{5 10 establish 2 substance misuse facility, and that would be
for the assessment, detoxification and treaument of people on
the lands with substance misuse problems. It would also be
available 1o their families, Some thought has already gone
into this, and f am grateful o those officers of the Department
of Health who have been working on this Tt would have to
he ane of the most worthwhile items of expenditure one could
imagine in relation to the lands in order to improve some of
the social problems to which I have referrsd. There is no
money budgeted for the project this year—zero 0 be put
roward it this year, even though the need is pressing—hul
there is $250 000 in terms of 2 recommended allocation for
next year, and $1 million a year for the three years afier that.

11 is expensive to build up thers and i1 is a specialist
facility Tt will be expengive, but it is absolutely essential if
we aré 10 siart fixing the widespread petrol smiffing problem
an the Jands. I think it would be better to have this mandatory
cefercal in legislation now, and that will be a straitjacket of
carls on thosz who decide how and when the budget is to be
spent. 5o (hat they actually do fulfil the promise of the
lagislation. Ag  said, the praciple that I start oul with is that
wa should not be punishing the individual for sniffing petrol.
We should be purishing individuals for apti-social behaviour
and particularly violent behaviour—we have ta 4o that.

The primary ¢oncern for individuals who are petrol
sniffing is lo have them treated. It only makes sense ko
approve this proposition in the legisiation (which was put
forward, a5 [ understard it, by the Hon. Nick Xenophon) o
insist upon a refermal to on ossessment service. If it i5 not
puilt, it should be built forthwith Therefore, 1 will be
opposing the govemment amendment which incredibly seeks
w0 take out the clauses that require mandatory referral 10
assessment and tredtment 52rvices.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): The amendments to the
Pitjanijatjara Lands Right Act are long overdug. However,
they do not go anywhers near far gnough. it is about time wt
were prepared to face the difficulties confronting the
communities in the AP lands and take some effcclive, seong
and positive steps that will be in the long-term best interests
of those people, We have 11 percent of South Australia shut
off from the rest of the community. We forbid people to go
there and allow o group of people to misuse their avihorily
and to engage in unnecessary and unhelpful practices—and
who has not benefited? In the past 1 spant a lot of time in thal
part of South Australia and, as you and others indicated,
Mr Actng Speaker, it is 2 most atiactive pact of the state. It

has the potential for greal econormic benefit 1o the residents
of the AP lands. The only way in which people will get their
fulfilment is o cncourage and foster that economic develop-
went. It will not be achieved by having a closed shop and not

giving people access.

Ttis deplorable thot, with few excepliohs, the 69 MPs who
sit in this place and federal members of patiiamem are the
gnly ones allowed w go there without 2 permit. The member
for Colten in his contribution talked about Lhe road syslem
and compared it with the pastoral areas of South Australia
Unfortunately, he perhaps does not anderstand. A public road
in the pastoral areas anyone ¢an drive on. If he wants 1o drive
between Nepabuna and Arkarcola o Meomba, he will find
that all these roads are open fo the public. The road belween
the Swart Highway, past Indulkana right thiough the lands
ta Pitjanjatjara is funded by the taxpayers of Australia, but
the laxpayers ar¢ not allowed ta drive on it without a special

germit. It is a nonsense, it is unwise and not in the best
interesic of the Aborigines.

1f we allowed a number of South Australian peopls to 3¢
and see first hand what is taking placs in the AP lands, they
would be appalled. 1 remember taking the member for
Morphett and others fo (he AP lands for the first ime. They
suffared from culnsre shock. They could not believe when we
oot 10 Indulkana that we were in South Australia, They were
allowed to go there because they have become members of
parliament. People driving up the Stuart Highway by the
{housands and going up there by wain see the lights, buL they
ate not allowed to go there Why? Are we ashamed? We
should bg ashamed, no doubt, because the conditions are
appalling. There is no work. By having this closed shop
arrangement my conslituency has to suffer the social
problems that ocour when these people suddenly land in Port
Augusta, We are naw having an argument Over it. Whenitis
hot (hey come down to the sea, get stranded there and cannot
gat back and we have all these social problems.

If anyone believes that the next generation of young
Aboriginat people will stay on those lands without the same
sort of economic opportunities, they are fooling themselves—
it is 2 nongense. They want the bright lights of Alice Springs,
Port Augusta, Ceduna and Port Lincoln. It is just a nonsense.
The mote you shut the place down the worse it will be. The
group of political activisis, the Aboriginal maching and other
odd pecple who have got in there and got control of the place
are net acting in the interests of the local Aborigines but have
their own political agends. Political activists include the
Snowdons, the Ushma Scales and all those sort of people—
we know all about them, | could write o book on them and the
other derelicts you see when you g0 through there. T could
write & history on them.

Ms Breuer: You are o disgrace, calling people that.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: If the member for Giles thinks
that those people—

Mis Brewer: You come in here and name peaple.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: And T haven't finished 'yet. For -

{he benefit of the member for Giles, we know that she was
one of Lhose who want ow and ceiticised the Deputy Premier
when he went there and was obviously appalled and shocked,
18 would be most South Australiang, at the conditiens, at the
way women and children arc treated and al the lack of
opperiunity. She was one of those, aided and abetted by one
ar two othars, who wanied Lo perpetuate thal sitvation, which
is third world standard, which is sppalling-—a0 wonder she¢
is leaving the chamber. The Deputy Premier was absolutely
right and was forced to pull hack,

Any comments 1 have made in ralation to the AP lands are
for only one purpose: ! want 10 sce futfilled the aspirations
that peaple like Punch Thompson, Danald Fraser, [van Baker

and those people had when this legislation originally passed -

through the parliament. They hoped that this would be the
beginning of a chance [0 create equal opportunity and
economic development for those people, 10 raise the standard
and ¢rente opporunities, Go and tatk to Donald Frager now
and see what he has 1o say about how disappointed he is in
this process Go and see what has happened to Puach
Thompson and (alk to Danny Colson, one of the few Aborigi-
fes who has set up his own farm without govermnmenl
agsistance

The member for Giles ought 1o jump up and down about
me. Look at the education nceds up there. While you have a
closed.shop you will nal have the praogress ihat oughl to be
made. Does the member for Giles think that having people
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